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Hey Chris Guthrie here I run a blog called 
MakeMoneyontheInternet.com and I’ve been using Amazon’s 
affiliate program since January 2009. In late 2009 I actually got fired 
from my job, but fortunately by then I was already generating a full 

time income from Amazon’s affiliate program and I’ve been self employed ever 
since generating over $1.5 Million in revenue from Amazon’s affiliate program 
and earning tens of thousands of dollars from other sources. 

I love helping people succeed so I’ve created a quick companion study guide of 
some of the best tips I’ve learned in the past 3 years with Amazon’s affiliate 
program: 

Top Ways 17 Ways To Make Money With Amazon Associates: 

1. Niche Selection Is Crucial 

I’ll get to the actual methods I use on my websites in the next tips, but the first 
thing I want to say is that the niche you choose is the absolute most important 
decision you can make. This literally will make or break everything you do. So if 
you want to make money with Amazon’s affiliate program 

You must target physical product focused niches and keywords 

It’s much easier to make money using Amazon’s affiliate program if the people 
coming to your website are looking for a specific product that your website 
discusses. No matter how many times I say this, I still see people with completely 
unrelated blogs trying to make money with Amazon. 

2. Link To Products Inside Your Content 

Roughly half of my Amazon income comes from basic text links posted inside the 
content body area of a blog post or page. 

Example: Check out this cool helicopter. I’ve been covering these RC helicopters for 
months and I’ve never seen this one priced for under $30 well off its $129.95 list 
price. 
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Simple text links in the content of an article are the most effective way to get web 
visitors to click. People trust the body of the content on a page more so than any 
other area of the website and I know this because the tracking data I’ve collected. 

3. Make Product Images Clickable Affiliate Links: 

 
The second best thing I’ve found next to a simple text link is 
to use images of the product you’re talking about and make 
them clickable like this cool usb missile launcher: 

Roughly 15% of my total Amazon income has come from 
simply making all of the product images on my websites 
clickable affiliate links. 

You can input this code automatically using the EasyAzon plugin 

If you don’t pick up the plugin you’ll need to do this with HTML code: 

 

 

http://www.makemoneyontheinternet.com�
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4. Link To Amazon.com As Many Times Possible 

I alluded to this in the previous few tips but I want to make sure you understand 
that each link inside one of your articles is another opportunity for a visitor to 
click through and make their way onto Amazon.com. 

It’s common for me to link to Amazon five to ten times in a single article  

I’ll link even more frequently if I’m doing a product review and comparing 
multiple products at once. 

5. Product Review Articles Convert The Best 

Doing a quality product review for a product directly related to your niche is a 
very easy way to garner higher click thru rates and increased sales, ideally if your 
review is higher quality. 

Ideally you contact the manufacturer’s marketing team or PR agency and get 
them to send you a demo unit of the product to review, but this takes a lot of 
effort and may not be worth it on a smaller traffic site (at first). 

You want to convince the reader to investigate their purchase options by the 
time they finish reading an article, which is why I’ll always include links to all of 
the products mentioned in a review at the end of the article. That way it’s an easy 
transition from learning about the product during your review and then at the 
end it’s time to make a purchase. 

Example: See this USB Missile Launcher on Amazon.com 

6. Build An Email List 

You’ve probably heard this a hundred times by people telling you to build an 
email list from the blogger and internet marketing crowd, but building an email 
list is way easier on a physical product oriented website. 
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Why? People don’t have their guard up when they are researching a physical 
product to purchase (when compared to other purchase decisions online i.e. 
digital goods). So what I like to do is offer some type of freebie like a buyers’ 
guide or some type of information that provides more details about the products 
they’re researching. 

I could attribute at least five to ten percent of my total income due to my email 
lists because I like to focus on promoting products heavily to my lists during the 
holidays which leads into my next tip. 

7. Write Sales And Promos During The Holidays 

In past years I’ve made between $500 - $1,000 a day every day during Black 
Friday Week, Cyber Monday and Cyber Week. It is lower during other holidays 
like Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Presidents Day, Valentine’s Day etc. but you can 
still promote various sales during these holidays as well. I target every holiday 
because Amazon creates an actual dedicated sales page every time one of these 
holidays come around. The deals shared on these pages are generally really good 
too. 

So what I’ll do is put together an article of all the top products that are on sale in 
my niche using the tips I’ve shared earlier like linking as many times as possible, 
making the product image clickable and then sending out an email to my list etc. 
to get even more conversions. 

For the structure of these articles I like to target a frequently searched keyword 
such as “Cyber Monday (My Niche) Discounts” etc. because I know people search 
for “Cyber Monday” and “Black Friday” millions of times each year but they also 
search a longer form version like “Cyber Monday (My Niche) Discounts” 

8. Sell More Products To Make Incrementally More Money 

This one sounds simple enough and it really is. The more you sell with Amazon 
the more you make AND the higher percentage you earn. During holiday months 
I’ve hit around the 8% mark which is double the 4% rate you start with for 
shipping only 1 – 6 items per month. Even if you sold just 7 items you get bumped 
up to 6% and the best part is that this increase in commission percentage is  

http://www.makemoneyontheinternet.com�
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retroactive (meaning once you reach the next level you get to apply the higher 
percentage referral fee to every product you’ve sold during the entire month). 

 

This chart may change, so always check your Amazon associates area. 

9. Sell Large Quantities Of Inexpensive Products To Boost Your Payout 
On High Priced Products 

One thing I do is have websites that are set up in lower competition niches where 
the items typically aren’t as expensive and where it’s easier to sell these products 
in larger quantities ($50 or less). Then I have other niche sites that sell more 
expensive products at much higher prices ($XXX – $X,XXX) that are sold less 
frequently. So this way I get to use the increased quantity of sales from these 
lower priced product websites to help me get up into higher payout brackets so 
instead of making 6% on that high end item I’ll get 8% instead. 

10. Use Multiple Tracking ID’s For Each Website 

By default Amazon assigns you one tracking ID like blahblahblah-20 but you can 
create additional tracking ID’s here up to a total of 100. If you hit that total you 
can always ask for more so feel free to be liberal with your creation of tracking 
ID’s for your websites. 

http://www.makemoneyontheinternet.com�
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11. Insert Buy Now Button Into Your Articles 

 You can simply insert your own buy now button and turn 
it into an Amazon affiliate link using the information on tip 3 to see how to deal 
with the code to turn the buy now button into a clickable affiliate link. 

EazyAzon can also insert these call to action buttons easily 

12. Create A Product Comparison Grid 

Creating a product comparison grid for all of the products within your niche and 
allowing people to sort by various features is a great way to get some additional 
sales. I’ve used this tactic on several of my websites and the product comparison 
page alone can add an additional 5% to 10% income increase for a website. 

You’ll need to use this free WordPress plugin called WP Table Reloaded and what 
I do is include various columns for information about the product and in the final 
column I use a buy now button that people can click to see more info about the 
product. 

13. Publish A Recurring Deals Post 

If you want to find a way to be able to mention products that are on sale more 
frequently on your website one of the easiest ways I’ve done that in the past is to 
just do a weekly deals post. So what I’ll do is publish a post every week with the 
best deals for my niche and then incorporate all of the previous tactics I’ve 
discussed above to link to the products on Amazon.com. Depending on how 
often you publish articles you could do it more or less frequently (I’ve seen some 
websites do these style of articles every day). 

14. Publish A Monthly Bestseller List 

Amazon has a bestseller page found simply at Amazon.com/bestsellers and so 
one thing I’ve done on my site is publish a bestsellers list and simply mention the 
currently trending bestsellers. Generally speaking the cream rises to the top so if  
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you write an article talking about the bestselling products those are likely to be 
the best products your visitors are looking to buy anyway. 

Just go to Amazon.com/bestsellers and look for your respective niche category. I 
shoot for top 5 or top 10 products. 

15. Use Carousel Banner Ads Over Static Banner Ads 

Through testing I’ve found that the carousel style Amazon banner ads are about 3 
times better than the static style Amazon banner ads.  

Here is what the Amazon carousel widgets look like: 

 

You can create the Amazon carousel banner ads inside your Amazon Associates 
account here and you’re able to manually add products or just display bestselling 
products from a specific category. 

I believe Amazon static ads perform so poorly for two reasons: 

1. Web visitors avoid clicking advertisements in general, but I’ve found the 
Amazon ads especially tend to convert very poorly (all varieties) 
2. The ads Amazon does offer are far too general and don’t work well for niche 
specific websites. i.e. if I was running a site focused on just LED HDTV’s the closest 
ad I could use is one for electronics. 

One unknown trick is to simply create your own ads for products on Amazon; 
however, you must email the customer service team to get approval before 
running them (if you want to play it safe that is, which I always tend to do). The  
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ads I did go through the hassle of creating and getting approval for were even 
more effective than the carousel widgets, but again none of these solutions were 
as effective as simply using text based affiliate links in my content. 

16. Don’t Bother Creating An Amazon Astore 

When I created a store page and used the Amazon Astore tool to “build my own 
store” I found it converted terribly. Less than 1% of my total income came from 
Amazon Astore pages before I stopped using them. If you’re not familiar with 
Astore’s just take my word for it when I say they suck. 

I know people like to shop, but sometimes I believe they’d rather just find a 
resource that tells them what the best deal is instead and that should be your 
website. Whatever the reason, the tracking data I used to track my Amazon 
Astore’s showed that they routinely underperformed. 

17. Just Get People On To Amazon.com 

I know 30% of my earnings come from products people bought because I wasn’t 
even promoting. For example, I sold an engagement ring a few months ago for 
$1,799.00 and got a $125.93 commission but I don’t even own a website that 
even remotely discusses jewelry. This is one of the other reasons why I love using 
Amazon’s affiliate program. 

 

When you send someone to Amazon.com you get a percentage of anything they 
buy for the next 24 hours (30 days if they added an item to their cart) so if you 
can just get them onto the website and they happen to buy something completely 
unrelated you’ll get the money for it. 

The best part is that Amazon gets people to buy. They spend millions of dollars on 
improving the way they get people to convert. Some of the best closing advice I 
can give is to simply find ways to get your visitors onto the Amazon.com 
webpage and they’ll take care of the rest. 

http://www.makemoneyontheinternet.com�
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Closing Comments By Chris Guthrie 

I hope you enjoyed this free bonus list of tips that I’ve used to 
generate over $1.5 Million in revenue with Amazon’s affiliate 
program over the past couple years. If you liked this guide you’ll 
like reading my free blog, listening to my free podcast and 

checking out my free 10 day course on how to make money with websites 

I’m here to help people make more money so if there’s something you have a 
question feel free to send an email to  

chris[at]makemoneyontheinternet.com 

Just remember, I receive roughly 30 – 50 emails a day to that email address so 
make sure you try a search on my blog for the answer first. 

To your success this year, 

Chris Guthrie 

@ChrisGuthrie 

MakeMoneyontheInternet.com 

P.S. If you share this with anyone all I ask is that you don’t change any of the 
content and/or remove any of the links. 
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Longer legal mumbo jumbo here… 

Copyright, Disclaimer and Terms of Use 

DISCLAIMER AND TERMS OF USE AGREEMENT 
 
The author and publisher of this document and the accompanying materials have used their best efforts in preparing 
this document. The author and publisher make no representation or warranties with respect to the accuracy, 
applicability, fitness, or completeness of the contents of this document. The information contained in this document 
are strictly for educational purposes. Therefore, if you wish to apply ideas contained in this document, you are taking 
full responsibility for your actions. 
 
EVERY EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO ACCURATELY REPRESENT THIS DOCUMENT AND IT’S POTENTIAL. 
THERE IS NO GUARANTEE THAT YOU WILL EARN ANY MONEY USING THE TECHNIQUES AND IDEAS IN 
THESE MATERIALS. EXAMPLES IN THESE MATERIALS ARE NOT TO BE INTERPRETED AS A PROMISE OR 
GUARANTEE OF EARNINGS. EARNING POTENTIAL IS ENTIRELY DEPENDENT ON THE PERSON USING OUR 
PRODUCT, IDEAS AND TECHNIQUES. WE DO NOT PURPORT THIS AS A “GET RICH SCHEME.” ANY CLAIMS 
MADE OF ACTUAL EARNINGS OR EXAMPLES OF ACTUAL RESULTS CAN BE VERIFIED UPON REQUEST. 
YOUR LEVEL OF SUCCESS IN ATTAINING THE RESULTS CLAIMED IN OUR MATERIALS DEPENDS ON THE 
TIME YOU DEVOTE TO THE KNOWLEDGE AND VARIOUS SKILLS. SINCE THESE FACTORS DIFFER 
ACCORDING TO INDIVIDUALS, WE CANNOT GUARANTEE YOUR SUCCESS OR INCOME LEVEL. NOR ARE 
WE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY OFYOUR ACTIONS. 
 
MATERIALS IN OUR PRODUCT AND OUR WEBSITE MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT INCLUDES OR IS 
BASED UPON FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE SECURITIES LITIGATION 
REFORM ACT OF 1995. FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS GIVE OUR EXPECTATIONS OR FORECASTS OF 
FUTURE EVENTS. YOU CAN IDENTIFY THESE STATEMENTS BY THE FACT THAT THEY DO NOT RELATE 
STRICTLY TO HISTORICAL OR CURRENT FACTS. THEY USE WORDS SUCH AS “ANTICIPATE,” “ESTIMATE,” 
“EXPECT,” “PROJECT,” “INTEND,” “PLAN,” “BELIEVE,” AND OTHER WORDS AND TERMS OF SIMILAR 
MEANING IN CONNECTION WITH A DESCRIPTION OF POTENTIAL EARNINGS ORFINANCIAL 
PERFORMANCE. 
 
ANY AND ALL FORWARD LOOKING STATEMENTS HERE OR ON ANY OF OUR SALES MATERIAL ARE 
INTENDED TO EXPRESS OUR OPINION OF EARNINGS POTENTIAL. MANY FACTORS WILL BE IMPORTANT IN 
DETERMINING YOUR ACTUAL RESULTS AND NO GUARANTEES ARE MADE THAT YOU WILL ACHIEVE 
RESULTS SIMILAR TO OURS OR ANYBODY ELSES, IN FACT NO GUARANTEES ARE MADE THAT YOU WILL 
ACHIEVE ANY RESULTS FROM OUR IDEAS AND TECHNIQUES IN OUR MATERIAL. 
 
The author and publisher disclaim any warranties (express or implied), merchantability, or fitness for any particular 
purpose. The author and publisher shall in no event be held liable to any party for any direct, indirect, punitive, 
special, incidental or other consequential damages arising directly or indirectly from any use of this material, which is 
provided “as is”, and without warranties. 
 
As always, the advice of a competent legal, tax, accounting or other professional should be sought. 
 
The author and publisher do not warrant the performance, effectiveness or applicability of any sites listed or linked to 
in this document. 
 
All links are for information purposes only and are not warranted for content, accuracy or any other implied or explicit 
purpose. 
 
COPYRIGHT 
 
This document is © copyrighted by Chris Guthrie and is protected under the US Copyright Act of 1976 and all other 
applicable international, federal, state and local laws, with ALL rights reserved. No part of this may be copied, or 
changed in any format, sold, or used in any way other than what is outlined within this document under any 
circumstances without express permission from Chris Guthrie. 
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